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Division 15: Rural Business Development Corporation, $1 694 000 — 
Ms K. Hodson-Thomas, Chairman. 

Mr M.P. Whitely, Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Agriculture and Food.  

Mr I. Longson, Director General, Department of Agriculture and Food. 

Mr R.J. Delane, Deputy Director General, Biosecurity and Research, Department of Agriculture and Food. 

Mr G. Wilson, Director, Policy and Planning, Department of Agriculture and Food. 

Mr R. Lucas, Director, Finance, Department of Agriculture and Food. 

Mr R.L. O’Dwyer, Executive Director, Industry and Rural Services, Department of Agriculture and Food. 

Mr E. Wright, Manager, Natural Resource Management Strategic Analysis, Department of Agriculture and 
Food. 

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Moore. 

Mr G. SNOOK: I will be as brief as possible. I refer to page 281. Last year the grand total for the delivery of 
services was $16 million. The budget estimate for 2008-09 is $1.6 million. Why is there such a massive cut? Is 
the parliamentary secretary going to tell us that it is commonwealth money that has been chopped? If that is the 
case, shame on the state government for not replacing FarmBis etc.  

Mr M.P. WHITELY: No; I am going to say that this is good news. The vast majority of the $16 million—
nearly $12 million—was for dry season funding. It is not anticipated that that will be necessary this year. The 
other major contributor to the difference was one-off assistance of $4 million for the Ord River scheme for the 
sugar producers. Those two total the vast majority of the $15 million difference. There is a positive story 
contained within those figures. An extra $1.5 million will be spent on capacity building and strategic planning 
development for farmers and pastoralists. There is good news all around. We do not have to spend money on the 
dry season because we are not anticipating a dry season, and there is an extra $1.5 million for capacity building 
for farmers and pastoralists.  

Mr P.D. OMODEI: The member was referring to the second last dot point on page 281, relating to the FarmBis 
program, which has been cut, and which is not good news. What has the state government put in its place to cater 
for what was a very well accepted and valuable initiative? It was funded by the commonwealth, but what has the 
government put in its place?  

Mr M.P. WHITELY: In previous years the federal government jointly funded FarmBis to the tune of $5 million 
over the previous four years, up to 2007-08. The federal government has de-funded it but the state government 
has upped its commitment to FarmBis. In 2008-09 we will be providing $1.5 million. State funding continues. 
Previously, $5 million from both the federal and state government had been allocated at $2.5 million per year, 
with the commitment of the state government averaging $1.25 million. We have now upped that to $1.5 million. 
It is part of this process of change that we are undergoing with the commonwealth approach to funding 
individual programs. The commonwealth government is directing funds to climate change and Aboriginal land 
management, which had been two focuses of FarmBis to date through the Caring for our Country funding. The 
negotiations are continuing as part of the $2.25 billion that has been allocated by the federal government for 
Caring for our Country over the next four years. There will be active negotiation to ensure that the programs are 
delivered and service delivery is not diminished. The bottom line is that we have actually allocated more funds. 
The appropriation was recommended. 
 


